RABINDRANATH   TAGORE
presages it.1 He speaks of it also as the process by which finitude
is woven "by the Supreme Person, just as an artist weaves the
art-product out of his imagination.* Yet in spite of treating the
world as unreal also, Tagore's position has some similarity to that
of Vallabha. Anyway, his Maya is not that of Sankara's.
Though Tagore calls the world Maya, he maintains that it is of
greater interest to us than the pure reality of the indeterminate
and impersonal Brahman. We are interested in the Brahman, not
in its purity but as the Mayavin or the agent of Maya, the person
who weaves the web of appearance. We are concerned with it as
the artist who has painted the picture of the world. It is the
drawing or painting that is of value for us and not the canvass on
which it is done. The Brahman, as the ground on which the world
is superimposed, has no value for us.
What is the relation of the Supreme Person to the manifold of
appearance? He is the unity of the manifold. He is the creative
unity, not merely the organic unity. It is the presence of this unity
that turns the manifold into a rhythm and harmony. Just as a
true poem is not a construction according to the rules of rhyme
and metre, but an expression or creation,4 so also the world is not
a construction but an expression or creation. That is, the world is
not created according to certain previously formulated laws, but
is an expression of a single unity that diversifies itself; and the
laws automatically formulate themselves pari passu with creation.
The so-called natural laws are the reflections of this unity in
diversity, and the Supreme Unity is therefore the law of all laws.
Tagore gives the example of a musical tune that expresses itself
in various notes, and in which the notes have no meaning apart
from the tune. Similarly, the world of the manifold loses *fls
significance unless understood as the expression of an underlying
unity.
If the Supreme Person is the law of all laws; if the so-called
laws are the reflections of his unity in the manifold; then these
laws will not be felt as restraining the activity and limiting the
freedom of the finite human being, if he surrenders his indivi-
duality to the Supreme Person and becomes one with him. Be-
coming one with him means losing ourselves in him through love.
As we have already pointed out, according to Tagore, it is through
love only that we can experience truth or the final unity. That is,
1 Sddhana, p. So.                ' The Religion of Man, p. 141.
3 Creative Unity, p. 10.                                 4 Ibid., p. 34.
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